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for further study in the winter-time,  when there is leisure.
A powerful force in adult education is the worker and peasant
correspondents movement. Every shop in a factory, every farm
brigade, has its correspondent. It is his job to write to the Press
—it may be to the farm or factory news-sheet, to the local or
central newspaper—on any problem affecting the work and life
in factory or farm. He has an inviolable right to anonymity.
Now, as soon as the correspondent begins to write he becomes
interested in writing, and he begins to read to see how others do
it. Reading stimulates discussion, and so the centre attracts a
circle, and the study of literature begins. They invite an author
to the factory or farm to read to them and discuss with them his
latest book. They are not shy of criticism nor niggardly with
help. When an author contemplates writing a novel, for example,
dealing with the civil war in the Caucasus, he will enlist the help
of the local inhabitants. Old men who still hold a pen as though
it were a weapon—which, indeed, it is—will laboriously set
down their experiences in minute detail. It is because of this that
the local colour in all good Soviet novels is always correct. The
reading which this writing stimulates includes classical as well
as modern literature, foreign as well as Soviet literature.
Besides writing to the Press, the peasant or worker corre-
spondent writes to authors on any literary problem that may be
worrying him. There are about two million of these corre-
spondents practising the craft of writing, and educating them-
selves in the process. This process is further aided by the wall-
newspaper which is to be found in every shop in a factory, in
every section of a State or collective farm, and in every office.
Contributions to these are severely criticised, and a man or
woman must show improvement if the critics are to be satisfied*
Much use is made of museums and galleries, particularly in the
winter and on the weekly holiday. It is rarely that the visitor
to one of these does not come across a group of earnest workers
or peasants> guided by a Komsomolka, receiving cultural
education.
Another  educational  aid  is  the  wireless*  In  a   Russian

